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1.  Background and objectives 
COST 872 has held a large inter-WG workshop and MC meeting in each year of its 
existence.  The purpose of these meetings is to bring together scientists working in 
this fast moving field in order to exchange news on developments and make plans for 
future research.  The MC of COST 872 has a policy of encouraging attendance of 
ESRs.  The meetings therefore serve as a training event by providing opportunities for 
ESRs to make a presentation at an international event attended by an audience with 
expertise and interest in their work areas.   
 
2.  Participants 
The 2009 meeting was the largest held to date with over 125 delegates from more 
than 20 countries.  The scientific excellence and networking opportunities offered by 
COST 872 meetings are evidenced by the fact that 20% of the delegates attended with 
no support from COST 872.  In addition, the meeting attracted participants from 
industry.  Delegates from all three non-COST institutions associated with COST 872 
(Australia, Ukraine and Egypt) attended the meeting and each made a presentation.  
Albino Maggio, the Science Officer for COST 872, attended the meeting. 
 
3.  Scientific programme 
The scientific programme was split into sections that mirror the WG structure of 
COST 872.  The full programme and book of abstracts will be available through the 
COST872 website (http://cost872.scri.ac.uk) through the “Past Meetings” and 
“Publications and Reports” links.   
 
The main focus of presentations within WG1 was the development of tools for 
functional analysis of nematode effectors that play a role in the interaction with the 
host.  Presentations covered the use of RNAi, cell biology techniques and assays for 
suppression of host defences, each an important goal highlighted in the original COST 
872 proposal.  Talks from two invited experts highlighted functional analysis of 
effectors in other pathosystems including late blight (Prof. Paul Birch) and bacterial 
wilt (Ralstonia – Prof. Nemo Peeters).   
 
Talks within WG2 focused on further information emerging from deeper analysis of 
the Meloidogyne genomes.  The impact of new sequencing technologies on the 
quantity and quality of genome data was highlighted in several talks.  An invited 
speaker gave an overview of the analysis of the genome sequence of an animal 
parasitic nematode while another invited presentation reviewed the bioinformatics 
tools available for genome comparisons.  The WG2 session also featured talks on use 
of molecular information to develop robust phylogenies; essential if the processes of 
genome evolution are to be understood.  
 



 

Talks within WG3 revealed that the anticipated linkage between WG1 and WG3 is 
becoming a reality as the plant targets of nematode effectors are revealed and the 
physiological consequences of these interactions are better studied.  An invited expert 
provided an excellent summary of these processes in bacterial infection of plants.  
Several presentations highlighted outputs from microarray studies examining changes 
in gene expression during compatible and incompatible interactions.  Finally, a range 
of potential control strategies based on elicitors of defences, plant secondary 
metabolites, natural resistance genes and GM approaches were presented and 
discussed. 
 
4.  Dissemination 
All participants received a copy of the program and abstracts for the meeting and this 
booklet will be available in pdf format at the COST 872 website.  The meeting was 
publicised in advance via the website, by the individual MC representatives for each 
country and by using an email list of participants of previous meetings.  A meeting 
summary highlighting the activities of the Action and the main events at the meeting 
will be published in the European Society of Nematologists newsletter, which is 
distributed to plant nematologists throughout the world.  A book on the activities of 
the Action is currently being planned. 
 
5.  Further activities 
During the MC meeting four additional activities were planned for COST 872.  A 
training school in RNAi will be organised for late 2009, to be held in Belfast (UK).  A 
further inter-WG workshop and MC meeting will be held in 2010, most likely in 
Lisbon (PT).  Following the success of the WG2 workshop on annotation tools for the 
Meloidogyne incognita genome, the MC agreed in principle to provide similar support 
for a meeting at which the community would have an opportunity to support the 
annotation of the Globodera pallida genome sequence; these events provide a real 
opportunity for COST funding to make a genuine difference to topics of prime 
importance to the scientific community.  The MC also agreed in principle to organise 
an event for ESRs to be held in conjunction with the 2010 European Society of 
Nematologists meeting in Vienna, although details of this event remain to be 
finalised.  Finally, discussions were held on ways for COST 872 participants to lobby 
the EU in order to provoke calls in FP7 related to activities encompassed within 
COST 872.   
 
6.  Feedback 
Feedback was sought from delegates at the meeting and the unanimous view 
expressed is that these meetings are of great value to the plant Nematology 
community.  A similar meeting will be organised in 2010.  Some delegates presenting 
posters at the meeting requested that the organisers of future meetings take steps to 
ensure that the poster session becomes a more prominent feature of future meetings.  
The MC will investigate ways of achieving this in 2010, with one suggestion being 
that each poster presenter be allocated a 5 minute time slot to talk about their poster.  
It was also suggested that the poster session take place in the middle of the day, rather 
than at the end of a day as is the current practice. 
The DC rapporteur for COST 872 (Prof. Zdenek Opatrny) was present for the 
duration of the meeting and will provide feedback to the MC on the meeting. 


